	[image: image1.wmf]
CITY COUNCIL RESEARCH DIVISION

LEGISLATIVE SUMMARY



	JEFFREY R. CLEMENTS
Chief of Research
(904) 630-1377
	
	117 West Duval Street

City Hall, Suite 425

Jacksonville, FL  32202

FAX (904) 630-3403



Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2019-293
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council President at the request of the Mayor
Date of Introduction: April 23, 2019
Committee(s) of Reference: TEU, F
Date of Analysis: April 25, 2019
Type of Action: Appropriation; fund carry-over authorization; CIP amendment; designation of oversight agency
Bill Summary: The bill appropriates $15,155,000 in one-time contributions from the JEA to the Water/Wastewater System Fund for septic tank phase-out projects ($15 million) and for the purchase of river monitoring gauges ($155,000). The funds are authorized to carry-over to future fiscal years. The 2019-23 Capital Improvement Program is amended to add $15 million to the project entitled “Water/Wastewater System Fund” for FY18-19. The Public Works Department is designated as the City’s oversight agency for the project.
Background Information: Via Ordinance 2018-747-E the City and JEA agreed to extend JEA’s annual contribution contract by 2 additional years though FY22-23, in consideration for which the JEA agreed, among other items, to make a one-time payment of $15,000,000 in FY18-19 to assist the City in funding a septic tank phase-out program and to contribute $155,000 to the cost of river monitoring gauges,. The $15 million contribution for the septic tank phase-outs will be matched by City allocations of $3 million per year for the next 3 fiscal years. 
The lower St. Johns River has for some years been served by a system of water level gauges and weather sensors (the PORTS – Physical Oceanographic Real-Time System) operated by the National Oceanographic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) for the benefit of shipping and marine interests. Due to federal funding reductions the PORTS system is no longer being well maintained and some of the instruments are no longer operating. The $155,000 contribution from the JEA in this bill will be used to fund a City contract with the Jacksonville Port Authority to repair, operate and maintain certain of the PORTS instruments to provide information both for shipping interests and for monitoring the health and condition of the St. Johns River.
Policy Impact Area: Septic tank phase-out; river monitoring
Fiscal Impact: The bill appropriates $15,155,000 in one-time contributions from the JEA.
Analyst: Clements
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